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This letter is in response to issues on the record of the Benton County Board of 
Commissioners' hearing on October 22 and 23, 2025. 

Dear Commissioners Wyse, Malone and Shepherd, 

I want to make sure that wires are not getting crossed between the County and the 
public. I know you know how important words and language are, and we all do our best 
to say what we intend as clearly as possible ... but sometimes words or phrases spoken 
or written by someone coming from one context is heard/understood differently/wrongly 
by someone else who is not operating in that same context. 

.. 

In particular, I know that Chair Wyse, being very protective of her staff (fairly so), was 
alarmed by what she perceived as insinuations being made that County Staff was 
perhaps being given money under the table or taking bribes or something from Republic 
Services to get this application to go in its favor. I wish to assure you all that this 
absolutely is not the case. 

When any of us are talking about the County receiving money from Republic Services for 
this expansion application process - what we are referring to is the fact that the County's 
Land Use Application Fees for a Conditional Use Permit in a Landfill Site (LS) Zone (see 
attached screenshot) are "actual costs" - meaning that the County is within its rights to 
spend whatever is needed to process this application properly, including any IT 
expenses, staff expenses, outside consultants, etc. Because Republic has to reimburse 
the County for all of it. 

THAT's what we mean when we say "the County is being paid" by Republic- not under 
the table, not a bribe. Perhaps it would be more accurately stated as "the County will be 
fully reimbursed by Republic for all expenses related to processing th is application" ... but 
that's a mouthful. 

Debbie Palmer, 37340 Moss Rock Dr, Corvallis, OR 97330 
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